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Impact of COVID-19: Key Economic Issues for Atlantic Canada

Highlights
Industry and economic vulnerability varies 
widely between counties in Atlantic Canada. 

Rural areas are typically more vulnerable to the 
economic impacts of the pandemic than urban 
areas due to their greater dependence on the 
industries most adversely affected by COVID-19.

Recent improvement in population growth 
trends in most areas will support labour force 
growth post pandemic. 

Communities should use these profiles to 
assess their own vulnerabilities and develop 
strategies to support their regional recovery. 

Industries – key industries including tourism, primary 
industries, manufacturing, construction, retail and 
restaurants were hit especially hard by the initial impacts of 
COVID-19. These industries in Atlantic Canada lost over $12 
billion in revenue in the early stages of the pandemic.  Some 
have rebounded but several are still struggling. 

Demographic and diverse groups – employment losses 
remain high for several groups, especially youth and those 
with lower education and in low-wage jobs. These groups 
often work in hard hit industries. 

Geographies – rural areas have been more negatively 
impacted across the region due to job losses in the primary 
and manufacturing industries 

Summary of previous reports in the series
This is the final report in a series that examines the impact of COVID-19 on 
different groups of Atlantic Canadians.  The first looked at the impact on 
specific industries, the second on demographic and diverse groups and the 
third on geographies.  

This report consolidates this analysis to assess vulnerabilities to the economic 
effects of COVID-19 for individual counties and divisions in Atlantic Canada.  
Each profile provides an overview of the industry employment structure and 
other economic characteristics of each area, highlighting vulnerabilities. 

Local chambers, employers, communities and policy makers can use this 
analysis to assess their own regional vulnerabilities and develop effective 
responses to support their short and long-term recovery from COVID-19. 

Economic Vulnerability by Location

This report was 

commissioned by:

The Atlantic Chamber of Commerce (ACC) is the largest accredited business organization of influence in Atlantic 

Canada. ACC represents more than 16,000 business and 29 corporate partners and their 300,000 employees 

through its network of 94 Chambers of Commerce and Boards of Trade.

About APEC

APEC is the source for independent research, insights 
and ideas vital to supporting a healthy, inclusive and 
sustainable Atlantic Canadian economy.

For a more in-depth look at the economic impact of 
COVID-19 and APEC’s assessment of the ongoing 
recovery, visit: www.apec-econ.ca/covid

https://www.apec-econ.ca/publications/view/?do-load=1&publication.id=403&site.page.id=2000
https://www.apec-econ.ca/publications/view/?do-load=1&publication.id=406
https://www.apec-econ.ca/publications/view/?do-load=1&publication.id=407


Impact of COVID-19: Industry Vulnerability 

Atlantic Industry Vulnerability Index

Highest Vulnerability Lowest Vulnerability

Shelburne NS 53.2 Sunbury NB 17.9

Northern Peninsula NL 45.8 York NB 21.1

Kings PE 45.3 Restigouche NB 21.5

Digby NS 44.7 Queens NB 23.4

Victoria NS 44.5 Halifax NS 25.3

Burin Peninsula NL 43.9 Saint John NB 26.0

Bonavista/Trinity NL 43.0 Madawaska NB 26.5

Notre Dame Bay NL 43.0 Albert NB 26.6

Prince PE 42.6 Kings NB 27.1

Charlotte NB 42.6 Westmorland NB 27.9

Industry Vulnerability Index Rates by County/Division 

Source: Statistics Canada, APEC

Travel-related, event and customer facing and commodity-based industries have been among the most negatively impacted 
by COVID-19.  However, every country, region and small community has had varying effects due to their industry and 
demographic composition.  Each area has different economic vulnerability levels and some may struggle more than others 
to respond once the pandemic subsides.  The profiles that are included with this analysis provide details on the potential 
vulnerability at the county level in Atlantic Canada.  

A core part of the analysis in this report is the Atlantic Industry Vulnerability Index.  This measures the share of the labour 
force in industries that have been most adversely impacted by COVID-19.  Prince Edward Island (36%) and Newfoundland 
and Labrador (35%) have larger shares of high-risk industries than the rest of the region.  In Newfoundland and Labrador this 
is due to a stronger dependence on fishing, oil, construction and transportation.  In Prince Edward Island there are more 
people in the fishing, agriculture, manufacturing and tourism industries.  New Brunswick has the lowest industry 
vulnerability at 28% due to a lower reliance on the fishery, tourism and the impacted transportation sectors than the rest of
the region. 

At the county level there are large differences between industry vulnerability rates ranging from 18% to 53%. Those with 
high industry vulnerability like Shelburne County (NS), Northern Peninsula (NL) and Kings County (PE) have a strong reliance 
on the fishery and fish manufacturing.  Fish exports from Atlantic Canada were down over $600 million in 2020.  Larger 
centres such as Fredericton, Halifax, Saint John and Moncton have lower shares of employment in industries at risk and have 
lower vulnerability rates. Urban areas have 26% of their workforce in the most affected industries compared to 36% in rural 
areas. 



Impact of COVID-19: Vulnerability – Other Factors

However, it is also important to look at other labour force, health and long-term structural factors when trying to 
understand the overall vulnerability of an area to the economic impacts of COVID-19 and its ability to respond. Factors such 
as income, education, demographics, diversity measures and health all determine how vulnerable individuals are to COVID-
19 and the economic downturn.

For example, Restigouche County in New Brunswick has a low industry vulnerability index (22%), but income and education 
levels are relatively low, unemployment is high and population is declining which might impede a recovery from COVID-
19. The county also has a high share of seniors that are at greater risk from the health effects of COVID-19 and the county 
borders Quebec which could impact the number of cases and cause partial industry closures when borders are 
open. Urban areas are at greater risk of partial or full shutdowns due to higher population density and faster 
transmission. Urban areas have higher numbers of young workers and immigrants which are groups at greater risk of 
losing employment.

The dashboards and detailed tables in this report will provide readers with a comparative background of some of the key 
challenges for each county/division during the rest of the pandemic and into the recovery.  

Population

Population trends have shifted considerably over the last five years which will support labour force growth post-pandemic.  
This is due to growing immigration to most areas and positive flows from other provinces to the Maritimes.  37 of the 
region’s 47 counties/divisions had improved population growth between 2015 and 2020 compared to the 2011 to 2016 
period.    Nine of the 10 with worsening change in population were in Newfoundland and Labrador due to outmigration to 
other provinces.  Urban areas of the Maritimes (larger cities) increased their population by 75,000 between 2015 and 2020 
(+7.9%) which outpaced the growth nationally. Rural areas saw a decline of nearly 6,000, although rural areas of the 
Maritimes grew by over 5,000 and rural Newfoundland and Labrador lost nearly 11,000. 

Other Vulnerability Factors



Impact of COVID-19: Takeaways and Discussion Questions

Community Takeaways

The recovery path for each county/division will be different due to the varying industry and demographic compositions. Federal and 
provincial governments should consider the distinctive aspects of urban and rural areas and how to support the recovery of all 
regions.

Municipalities should adopt economic development strategies that are tailored to their unique circumstances and vulnerabilities.

Digitalization and automation will be key for the long-term success in all industries. Continued investments in high-speed internet in rural 
areas is crucial for remote working and attracting newcomers. Many firms will need assistance and advice to transition to a more 
digital future. 

The occupations and skills required for industries are shifting.  Support for training, immigration, collaboration with post-secondary 
institutions and supporting market development will remain crucial and should be accelerated. 

Companies that operate in multiple jurisdictions of Atlantic Canada can benefit from a better understanding of the unique 
circumstances of each local operation.

• Where have you seen the biggest impacts of COVID-19 in your community?

• What are your primary concerns for the recovery of your region from COVID-19?

• As you look at the profile for your county, what worries you the most? What gives you the most hope?

• What is being done in your community to support your region’s recovery from COVID-19?

• What else needs to be done to ensure inclusive and sustainable economic prosperity in your county? How can you help advance this
agenda?

Discussion Questions



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Industries at Risk

Source: Census 2016 unless noted

All industries have been impacted by COVID-19, many negatively but a few have gained in terms of overall revenues and employment. For the 
vulnerable industry analysis APEC selected the industries (and sub-industries within those groups) that were most adversely affected by COVID-19 
during 2020.  Some have rebounded and are doing better but lost significant revenue due to the pandemic.  Others such as travel-related industries 
and restaurants continue to lose revenues due to travel restrictions and social distancing measures. 

The Industry Vulnerability Index for each county and division is based on the share of the labour force in the following industries. Data is from the 
2016 Census.   

• Primary industries – It includes farming, fishing, aquaculture, mining, oil & gas and support activities for those industries which were affected by 
reduced demand.  It excludes the forest industry as it was not as negatively impacted. 

• Construction – It includes non-residential, other heavy and civil and specialty trade contractors, that were affected by a drop in investment.  It 
excludes residential building, utility construction and highway, road and bridge construction which benefited from strong housing markets and 
government infrastructure spending.

• Manufacturing – It includes food manufacturing, beverages, textiles, clothing, refined oil, plastics and rubber, primary and fabricated metal, 
machinery, transportation equipment and furniture.   It excludes forestry manufacturing, chemicals, non-metallic minerals, computer and 
electronic, electrical, and miscellaneous where demand and output has been stronger.  

• Retail – It includes motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing, sporting goods, and miscellaneous retailers. Some of these sectors 
have since recovered. It excludes food retailers, health care, building supplies, general merchandise and non-store retail (including ecommerce) 
which benefited from higher pandemic-related sales. 

• Transportation – It includes air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing and support activities for these categories.  It excludes rail 
transportation, truck transport, couriers and postal services, warehousing and support activities, many of which have benefited from increased e-
commerce and online shopping. 

• Restaurants and bars – Includes all food services and drinking places, which have been affected by closures and physical distancing requirements. 

• Other tourism related – Some tourism activity is captured in other industries above including portions of retail, transportation and restaurant and 
bars.  This category includes the remaining tourism related industries such as accommodations, travel agents, performing arts, heritage 
institutions, amusement, gambling and recreation, which have also been adversely affected by travel restrictions and limits on the size of groups 
that can gather. 



COVID-19 Industry Vulnerability: Region Summary

• Industry vulnerability levels are higher in rural 
counties with a strong reliance on primary 
industries, manufacturing and tourism.

• Most of the lower industry vulnerability 
regions are in New Brunswick. The province 
has lower reliance on the fishery, tourism and 
the impacted transportation sectors 
compared to the rest of the region. 

Summary

High (40%+)

*More details on vulnerable industries and other indicators can be found at 
www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability or in the definitions/notes section 

Industry Vulnerability Index

Medium-high (35-40%)

Medium (30-35%)

Medium-low (25-30%)

Low (<25%)

Share of employment in vulnerable industries*

Newfoundland and Labrador

Prince Edward Island

Nova Scotia

New Brunswick

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: How to Read the Profiles

Industry Vulnerability Index

What does this mean?

Page 1 – Dashboard

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

Largest centres: St. John’s, Conception Bay South, Mount Pearl, Paradise

Population, 2020: 270,300

Immigration +5,017

Interprovincial migration -6,290

Intraprovincial migration +4,176

Births less deaths -700

Total population change +2,194

Population Change, 2015-2020
An overview of the contributors 

to recent population change

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

After reading this dashboard page of the profile go to the second page to see the detailed numbers behind the analysis  

Medium (32.7%)

40+<25

25-30
30-35

35-40

Industry Vulnerability index – is based on the 
share of the labour force in COVID-19 at-risk 
industries (see page 5 for details on the 
industries included). The vulnerability gauge 
above shows how vulnerable that 
county/division is compared to national 
averages.  A high vulnerability indicates a higher 
share of the labour force is in vulnerable 
industries compared with the national average.  

Traffic Light Summary – the three traffic lights show other areas that should be 
considered when assessing the overall vulnerability of a region to the economic 
impacts of COVID-19. A red light is an area of concern and indicates increased 
vulnerability in that county/region relative to the national average. 

Labour force vulnerability is based on shares of groups most at risk of job loss due 
to COVID-19 (i.e., youth, recent immigrants, Indigenous and low income).    Health 
vulnerability is based on various factors that could impact the severity of COVID-19 
including number of seniors, population density, and pre-COVID health status.                                                   
Long-term vulnerabilities influence a region’s ability to recover from the economic 
downturn including recent population growth, unemployment rates and education 
levels.   

Map and Population – the map indicates where each county or 
division is located (highlighted in black).  The current population and 
the contributors to recent changes in the population are highlighted.  A 
list of the largest cities and towns in the region are listed in the black 
bar.  

High levels of industry and other vulnerabilities indicate a county/division may struggle with the ongoing impacts of and its recovery from COVID-19.  Readers should first look at the industry vulnerability index to understand their 
industry exposure and then consider the traffic lights for a quick overview of labour market, health and long-term economic vulnerability for that county/division.  



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Avalon Peninsula (Division 1)

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: St. John’s, Conception Bay South, Mount Pearl, Paradise

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium (32.7%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium - due to above average labour force shares in at-risk industries (32.7%). The greatest relative industry risk is its dependence upon the primary sector (oil and fishing), 
construction and transportation industries.

• Labour force: Green - there are no concerns with the shares in groups at greater risk to the labour force impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Yellow - most indicators are near the Canadian average pre-COVID-19.  Population density is high which increases the risk of transmission.

• Long-term: Yellow - income and education levels are above the national average which will support future growth.  However, unemployment is high and population growth is weak due 
to large levels of outmigration to other provinces. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There are 19 employers with over 500 employees providing diverse large employment including in health care, oil, seafood and technology.

Population, 2020: 270,300

Source: Statistics Canada

Immigration +5,017

Interprovincial migration -6,290

Intraprovincial migration +4,176

Births less deaths -700

Total population change +2,194

Population Change, 2015-2020

Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Avalon Peninsula – Detailed Data
Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Avalon Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 0.8 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 10.5 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 13 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 13 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 68 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 19 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Avalon Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 11 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 1.8 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 2.9 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 36,700 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Avalon Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 17 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 29 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 33 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 60 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 4.8 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 73 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Avalon Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 5.1 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 6.9 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 4.8 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 4.9 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 2.3 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 6.2 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.6 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 32.7 35.0 30.0



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Burin Peninsula (Division 2)

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Marystown, Burin, Grand Bank

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
High (43.9%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: High - due to larger shares of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary (fishing), manufacturing (seafood) and 
construction industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow - median income is low but other groups at risk to the employment impacts of COVID-19 have low shares.

• Health: Yellow - the division has a high share of seniors, which are more at risk to the health impacts of COVID-19. Overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - Income and education levels are relatively low, unemployment is high and population is declining which could impede future economic growth. 

• Large employer vulnerability: Three of the five employers with over 250 employees are in fish processing. 

Population, 2020: 19,485

Source: Statistics Canada

Immigration +73

Interprovincial migration -195

Intraprovincial migration -689

Births less deaths -486

Total population change -1,322

Population Change, 2015-2020

Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Burin Peninsula – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Burin Peninsula Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -6.4 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 23 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 17 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 22 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 58 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 0 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Burin Peninsula Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 9.5 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.4 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 1.6 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 26,600 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Burin Peninsula Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 23 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 3.3 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 6 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 60 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 4.8 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 72 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Burin Peninsula Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 11.1 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 9.3 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 11.8 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 3.3 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 1.7 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.0 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.6 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 43.9 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: South Coast NL (Division 3)

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Channel-Port aux Basques, Harbour Breton, Burgeo

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
High (42.4%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: High - due to larger shares of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the transportation (water), primary (aquaculture) and 
manufacturing (seafood) industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow - the division has a large Indigenous population and median income is low.  Both Indigenous and low-income workers are at greater risk from the employment 
impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Yellow - the division has an older population, but overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic. 

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low, unemployment is very high and population is declining which could slow future economic growth.  The 7% drop in 
population over the last five years is the largest in Atlantic Canada.  

• Large employer vulnerability: the division has two employers with over 200 employees, one an Indigenous government the other in water transportation. 

Population, 2020: 14,821

Source: Statistics Canada

Immigration +13

Interprovincial migration -87

Intraprovincial migration -670

Births less deaths -492

Total population change -1,109

Population Change, 2015-2020

Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: South Coast NL – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
South Coast Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -7.0 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 28 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 20 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 27 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 45 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 0 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

South Coast Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 8.5 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.1 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 11.5 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 25,500 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
South Coast Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 24 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 0.8 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 7.3 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 63 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 4.2 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 74 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

South Coast Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 11.2 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 3.4 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 7.6 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 2.2 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 11.4 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.0 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.6 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 42.4 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: St. Georges-Stephenville (Division 4)

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Stephenville, Kippens

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium (34.0%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium - due to slightly higher labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary (mining), construction and 
transportation industries

• Labour force: Red - the division has a large Indigenous population and median income is low.  Both Indigenous and low-income workers are at greater risk from the employment 
impacts of COVID-19. 

• Health: Yellow - the division has a high share of seniors, but overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic. 

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low, unemployment is very high and population is declining which could slow future economic growth. 

• Large employer vulnerability: the division has four employers with over 200 employees including two in health and one in education.

Population, 2020: 19,911

Source: Statistics Canada

Immigration +93

Interprovincial migration -157

Intraprovincial migration -255

Births less deaths -607

Total population change -858

Population Change, 2015-2020

Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: St. Georges-Stephenville – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
St. Georges Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -4.1 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 24 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 29 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 28 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 56 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 0 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

St. Georges Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 9.2 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.5 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 39.7 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 24,600 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
St. Georges Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 24 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 2.9 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 19 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 56 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 3 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 72 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

St. Georges Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 8.8 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 7.1 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 3.5 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 4.0 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 2.6 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 5.0 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.9 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 34.0 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Humber District (Division 5)

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Corner Brook, Deer Lake, Pasadena

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium (30.2%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium - due to average labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the retail, primary and construction industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow - the division has a large Indigenous population as a share of the total.   Indigenous populations are at higher risk to the economic impacts of COVID-19. 

• Health: Yellow - the division has a high share of seniors, but overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic. 

• Long-term: Red - income levels are relatively low, unemployment is high and population is declining which could slow future economic growth. Education levels are close to the 
national average. 

• Large employer vulnerability: The largest employers are the Corner Brook hospital, a fish processing facility and a paper mill. 

Population, 2020: 42,105

Source: Statistics Canada

Immigration +356

Interprovincial migration -789

Intraprovincial migration +491

Births less deaths -680

Total population change -368

Population Change, 2015-2020

Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Humber District – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Humber Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -0.9 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 16 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 16 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 19 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 64 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 2 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Humber Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 11 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.8 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 23 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 30,900 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Humber Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 22 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 4.1 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 22 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 56 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 3.0 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 72 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Humber Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 4.4 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 5.5 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 3.5 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 6.9 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 1.7 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 5.4 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.9 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 30.2 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Central NL (Division 6)

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Grand Falls-Windsor, Gander, Bishop’s Falls, Botwood 

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium (30.1%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium - due to average labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the retail and transportation industries – including the 
Gander airport. 

• Labour force: Yellow - the division has a large Indigenous population and median income is low.  Both Indigenous and low-income workers are at greater risk from the employment 
impacts of COVID-19. 

• Health: Yellow - the division has a high share of seniors, but overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic. 

• Long-term: Red - income levels are relatively low, unemployment rates are high and the population is declining which could slow future economic growth.

• Large employer vulnerability: The largest employers are hospitals in Gander and Grand Falls-Windsor.

Population, 2020: 38,083

Source: Statistics Canada

Immigration +238

Interprovincial migration -323

Intraprovincial migration +184

Births less deaths -784

Total population change -622

Population Change, 2015-2020

Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Central NL – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Central NL Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -1.6 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 16 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 17 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 18 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 61 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 2 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Central NL Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 10 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.6 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 6.3 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 30,300 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Central NL Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 22 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 2.4 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 28 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 63 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 4.2 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 74 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Central NL Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 3.4 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 4.9 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 2.4 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 6.8 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 3.8 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 6.1 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.7 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 30.1 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Bonavista/Trinity (Division 7)

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Clarenville, Bonavista

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
High (43.0%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: High - due to larger shares of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon primary (fishing), manufacturing (seafood) and 
construction industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow - median income is low but other groups at risk to the employment impacts of COVID-19 have low shares.

• Health: Yellow - the division has a high share of seniors, which are more at risk to the health impacts of COVID-19. Overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low, unemployment is high and the population is declining which could impede future economic growth. 

• Large employer vulnerability: The division’s largest employers are in the seafood processing and health care industries.

Population, 2020: 33,247

Source: Statistics Canada

Immigration +133

Interprovincial migration +54

Intraprovincial migration -549

Births less deaths -941

Total population change -1,261

Population Change, 2015-2020

Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Bonavista/Trinity – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Bonavista Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -3.7 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 23 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 18 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 25 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 51 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 1 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Bonavista Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 8.6 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.4 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 2.4 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 26,700 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Bonavista Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 24 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 3.5 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 8.6 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 63 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 4.2 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 74 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Bonavista Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 7.5 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 8.6 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 12.1 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 4.8 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 2.2 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.4 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 3.4 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 43.0 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Notre Dame Bay (Division 8)

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Lewisporte, Springdale

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
High (43.0%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: High - due to larger shares of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon primary (mining and fishing), manufacturing (seafood), 
construction and transportation industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow - median income is low but other groups at risk to the employment impacts of COVID-19 have low shares.

• Health: Yellow - the division has a high share of seniors, which are more at risk to the health impacts of COVID-19. Overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are low, unemployment is very high and the population is declining which could impede future economic growth.  

• Large employer vulnerability: the division’s largest employers are in the seafood processing and mining industries.

Population, 2020: 34,968

Source: Statistics Canada

Immigration +87

Interprovincial migration +568

Intraprovincial migration -1,099

Births less deaths -1,105

Total population change -1,428

Population Change, 2015-2020

Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Notre Dame Bay – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Notre Dame Bay Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -3.9 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 30 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 22 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 29 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 43 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 0 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Notre Dame Bay Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 8.4 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.2 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 3.8 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 23,800 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Notre Dame Bay Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 26 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 3.8 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 7.3 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 63 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 4.2 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 74 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Notre Dame Bay Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 14.0 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 7.2 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 8.8 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 4.0 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 2.3 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.2 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.5 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 43.0 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Northern Peninsula (Division 9)

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: St. Anthony

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
High (45.8%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: High - due to larger shares of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon primary (fishing), manufacturing (seafood), construction 
and tourism related industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow - the division has a large Indigenous population and median income is low.  Both Indigenous and low-income workers are at greater risk from the employment 
impacts of COVID-19. 

• Health: Yellow - the division has a high share of seniors, which are more at risk to the health impacts of COVID-19. Overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - Income and education levels are low, unemployment is high and the population is declining which could slow future economic growth.

• Large employer vulnerability: The largest employers are in fish processing and health care. 

Population, 2020: 14,926

Source: Statistics Canada

Immigration +56

Interprovincial migration +182

Intraprovincial migration -695

Births less deaths -573

Total population change -1,008

Population Change, 2015-2020

Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Northern Peninsula – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
North. Peninsula Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -6.3 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 37 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 16 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 27 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 43 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 0 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

North. Peninsula Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 8.2 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.4 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 13.1 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 27,600 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
North. Peninsula Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 25 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 1.2 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 5.3 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 65 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) n/a 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 78 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

North. Peninsula Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 14.2 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 5.4 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 10.9 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 3.6 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 1.7 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 3.1 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 7.0 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 45.8 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Southern Labrador (Division 10) 

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Happy Valley-Goose Bay, Labrador City

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
High (40.3%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: High - due to larger shares of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon primary (mining), construction and transportation 
industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow - the division is nearly 40% Indigenous a group with greater labour force impacts from COVID-19. Median incomes are the highest in Atlantic Canada. 

• Health: Green - overall physical and mental health was good pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Yellow – Unemployment is high and the population is declining which could negatively impact future economic growth.  The immigration rate is the highest in 
Newfoundland and Labrador over the last five years and births less deaths is positive due to a younger population, but the division is losing population to other parts of the province 
and to other provinces. 

• Large employer vulnerability: The largest employers are the Iron Ore Company of Canada mine and Indigenous government.

Population, 2020: 25,016

Source: Statistics Canada

Immigration +860

Interprovincial migration -950

Intraprovincial migration -830

Births less deaths +776

Total population change -237

Population Change, 2015-2020

Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Southern Labrador – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
South. Labrador Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -0.9 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 14 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 7.2 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 9 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 64 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 1 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

South. Labrador Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 13 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 3.4 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 38.6 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 45,100 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
South. Labrador Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 11 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 0.1 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 28 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 65 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) n/a 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 78 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

South. Labrador Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 14.9 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 7.0 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 3.2 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 3.8 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 2.8 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 5.5 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 3.1 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 40.3 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Nunatsiavut (Division 11)

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Nain

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium (30.2%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium - due to average shares of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary (mining), construction, transportation 
and tourism related industries. 

• Labour force: Red - The division is over 90% Indigenous, the share of youth is high and median income is low leaving it at higher risk to the economic impacts of COVID-19.   

• Health: Green  - overall physical and mental health was good pre-pandemic. 

• Long-term: Red - Income and education levels are relatively low, unemployment is very high and the population is flat which could slow future economic growth.

• Large employer vulnerability: The largest employer is Indigenous and other government.  

Population, 2020: 2,658

Source: Statistics Canada

Immigration +7

Interprovincial migration -10

Intraprovincial migration -64

Births less deaths +93

Total population change 5

Population Change, 2015-2020

Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Nunatsiavut – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Nunatsiavut Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 0.2 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 30 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 21 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 18 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 43 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 0 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Nunatsiavut Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 14 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.3 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 91.8 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 26,300 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Nunatsiavut Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 8 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 0 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 7.2 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 65 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) n/a 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 78 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Nunatsiavut Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 8.6 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 6.5 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 3.4 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 2.6 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 2.2 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 1.7 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 5.2 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 30.2 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



High (45.3%)

COVID-19 Vulnerability: Kings County (PE)

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Three Rivers, Souris

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: High - due to larger shares of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon primary (fishing and farming), manufacturing 
(seafood) and tourism related industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow - the county has a low median income. Low-income workers are at greater risk from the employment impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Yellow - The county has a high share of seniors that are at greater risk from COVID-19. Rates of severe respiratory illness were high pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - Income and education levels are relatively low and unemployment is high.  Population is growing but the county is losing people to other parts of the 
province and births less deaths is negative.

• Large employer vulnerability: The employers with over 200 employees are a hospital, a seafood processing plant and a liquor store.

Population, 2020: 18,734

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +277

Interprovincial migration +472

Intraprovincial migration -268

Births less deaths -47

Total population change +1,149

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Kings County (PE) – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Division 1 Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 6.5 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 15.7 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 17.8 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 24 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 57 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 1 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Division 1 Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 12 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 1.5 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 2.1 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 30,200 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Division 1 Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 22 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 10 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 11 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 58 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 6.1 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 71 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Division 1 Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 19.1 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 3.6 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 8.5 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 3.0 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 1.5 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 5.3 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 4.3 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 45.3 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



High (42.6%)

COVID-19 Vulnerability: Prince County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Summerside, Kensington, Alberton

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25
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35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: High - due to larger shares of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon primary (farming and fishing) and manufacturing 
(seafood and potatoes) industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow - the county has a low median income. Low-income workers are at greater risk from the employment impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Yellow - the county has a high level of seniors which are more at risk to the health impacts of COVID-19, the population density is high which increased the risk of 
transmission and the incidence of severe respiratory illness was high pre-pandemic. Overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low, unemployment is high which could impede future growth prospects. Population is growing but the county is 
losing people to other parts of the province and the births less deaths is negative.

• Large employer vulnerability: There are 13 employers with over 200 employees including companies in seafood processing, aerospace and retail.

Population, 2020: 46,781

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +1,204

Interprovincial migration +1,204

Intraprovincial migration -346

Births less deaths -198

Total population change +2,202

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Prince County – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Prince Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 4.9 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 15 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 17 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 22 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 52 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 0 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Prince Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 11 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 2.6 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 2 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 30,600 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Prince Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 21 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 22 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 23 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 58 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 6.1 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 71 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Prince Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 13.5 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 3.7 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 11.5 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 4.6 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.9 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 5.4 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 3.0 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 42.6 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



Medium (30.0%)

COVID-19 Vulnerability: Queens County (PE)

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Charlottetown, Stratford, Cornwall, North Shore Municipality

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 

Industry Vulnerability Index
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Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium - due to average shares of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary sector and tourism related 
industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow - the share of recent immigrants is high. They are at greater risk from the employment impacts of COVID-19. 

• Health: Yellow - the county has a high population density which increases the risk of transmission and the incidence of severe respiratory illness was high pre-pandemic.  
Overall physical and mental health was relatively good.

• Long-term: Green - education levels are above average and population is growing strongly which will support future economic growth.  Population growth was the strongest in 
Atlantic Canada over the last five years let by high rates of immigration.  The only negative in population is that the county is losing people to other provinces. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There are seven employers with over 500 employees including three in the education sector. 

Population, 2020: 94,110

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +9,248

Interprovincial migration -825

Intraprovincial migration +614

Births less deaths +475

Total population change +11,728

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Queens County (PE) – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Queens (PE) Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 14 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 10 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 17 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 14 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 69 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 7 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Queens (PE) Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 13 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 9.8 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 1.9 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 32,900 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Queens (PE) Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 18 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 40.6 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 32 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 58 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 6.1 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 71 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Queens (PE) Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 5.5 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 4.1 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 3.5 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 5.2 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 1.0 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 6.0 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 4.6 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 30.0 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Annapolis County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Municipality of Annapolis, Middleton

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
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COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium (32.8%)

Industry Vulnerability Index
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Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium - above average labour force shares in at-risk industries (32.8%). The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary (farming) construction and 
retail industries.

• Labour force: Yellow - the county has a low median income. Low-income workers are at greater risk from the employment impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Yellow - the county has a high share of seniors that are at greater risk from COVID-19. Overall physical health was below average pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low and unemployment is high. Population is growing but births less deaths is negative and immigration is low.

• Large employer vulnerability: The only employer with over 500 employees is a hospital.

Population, 2020: 21,609

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +108

Interprovincial migration +1170

Intraprovincial migration +237

Births less deaths -727

Total population change +790

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Annapolis County – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Division 1 Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 3.8 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 13.1 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 25 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 23 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 58 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 1 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Division 1 Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 9.1 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.5 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 5.3 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 25,800 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Division 1 Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 27 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 6.5 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 13 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 54 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 3.9 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 71 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Division 1 Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 7.4 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 5.7 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 5.3 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 6.2 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.9 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.0 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 3.4 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 32.8 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Antigonish County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centers: Antigonish, Municipality of Antigonish County

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium Low 

(29.7%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium low - the county’s industry vulnerability index is medium-low due to average labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its 
dependence upon the primary (fishing) and restaurant/bar industries.

• Labour force: Yellow – the county has a high share of Indigenous population which are at greater risk of the economic impacts of COVID-19

• Health: Red - overall physical and mental health were below average pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Yellow - education levels are high and incomes are close to the national average. Population is growing largely due to immigration but births less deaths is 
declining and the area is losing population to other parts of the province. Unemployment is high which might slow growth prospects.

• Large employer vulnerability: There are two employers with over 500 employees including St. FX university, and the Antigonish hospital. .

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +368

Interprovincial migration +221

Intraprovincial migration -100

Births less deaths -106

Total population change +586

Population, 2020: 20,145

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Antigonish County – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Antigonish Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 3.0 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 12 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 14 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 16 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 72 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 2 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Antigonish Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 13 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 1.8 1.2 3.5 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 8.7 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 32,700 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Antigonish Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 21 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 13 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 17 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 52 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 7.3 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 65 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Antigonish Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 6.7 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 5.8 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 2.7 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 3.4 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.6 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 7.8 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.7 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 29.7 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Cape Breton County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centers: Cape Breton Regional Municipality

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium Low 

(29.8%)

Industry Vulnerability Index
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35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium-low - due to average labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary sector (fishing and mining), and 
restaurants/bars.

• Labour force: Yellow – the county has a high share of Indigenous population which are at greater risk of the economic impacts of COVID-19 and median income is low.

• Health: Yellow – the county has a high level of seniors which are more at risk to the health impacts of COVID-19, the population density is high which increased the risk of 
transmission and the incidence of severe respiratory illness was high pre-pandemic. Overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - income levels are relatively low, the unemployment rate is high and population growth is flat which could slow future economic activity. Net non-permanent 
residents (largely students) is keeping population from declining. Births less deaths is quite negative and the area is losing population to other parts of the province.

• Large employer vulnerability: There are 10 employers with over 500 employees including five in the health and education sector.

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +783

Interprovincial migration -360

Intraprovincial migration -1,786

Births less deaths -2,504

Total population change +11

Population, 2020: 100,708

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Cape Breton County– Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Cape Breton Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 0 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 18 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 20 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 24 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 60 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 10 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Cape Breton Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 11 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.8 1.2 3.5 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 7.9 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 28,500 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Cape Breton Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 23 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 40 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 23 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 62 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 7 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 75 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Cape Breton Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 5.0 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 5.0 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 3.3 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 4.7 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 1.8 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 6.6 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 3.4 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 29.8 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Colchester County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centers: Truro, Stewiacke, Municipality of Colchester

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium  (31%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium - due to average labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary (agriculture) and manufacturing (food 
and clothing) industries.

• Labour force: Yellow – the county has a low median income. Low-income workers are at greater risk from the employment impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Red - the county has a high level of seniors which are more at risk to the health impacts of COVID-19, overall health was poor and the incidence of severe respiratory 
illness was high pre-pandemic. Overall mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low, and population growth is slow (births less deaths is negative) which might impede growth prospects.

• Large employer vulnerability: There are two employers with over 500 employees including a school and a hospital. 

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +551

Interprovincial migration +391

Intraprovincial migration +262

Births less deaths -779

Total population change +736

Population, 2020: 51,886

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Colchester County– Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Colchester Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 1.4 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 9.4 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand.

Low income rate (%) 19 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 17 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 59 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 2 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Colchester Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 11 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 1.1 1.2 3.5 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 5.2 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 29,700 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Colchester Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 21 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 14 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 24 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 52 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 11 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 69 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Colchester Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 4.5 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 4.7 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 7.3 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 5.2 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.9 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 5.6 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.8 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 31.0 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Cumberland County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centers: Amherst, Oxford, Municipality of Cumberland

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium-high

(35.1%)

Industry Vulnerability Index
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25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium-high - due to larger shares of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary (farming) and manufacturing 
industries.

• Labour force: Yellow – the county has a low median income. Low-income workers are at greater risk from the employment impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Red - the county has a high level of seniors which are more at risk to the health impacts of COVID-19, overall health was poor and the incidence of severe 
respiratory illness was high pre-pandemic. Overall mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low, and population is declining due to births less deaths being negative. These factors could slow future 
economic growth.

• Large employer vulnerability: There are two employers with over 500 employees - Oxford Foods and a hospital.

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +123

Interprovincial migration +471

Intraprovincial migration -78

Births less deaths -1,006

Total population change -485

Population, 2020: 30,140

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Cumberland County– Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Cumberland Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -1.6 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 11 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand.

Low income rate (%) 23 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 17 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 54 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 2 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Cumberland Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 10 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.4 1.2 3.5 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 3.1 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 27,600 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Cumberland Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 26 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 7 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 17 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 52 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 11 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 69 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Cumberland Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 7.5 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 4.5 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 10.3 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 4.4 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.3 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.9 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 3.3 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 35.1 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Digby County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centers: Municipality of Digby, Municipality of Clare

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
High (44.7%)

Industry Vulnerability Index
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Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: High - due to large shares of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary (fishing and farming) and manufacturing 
(seafood) industries.

• Labour force: Yellow – the county has a large Indigenous population and median income is low.  Both Indigenous and low-income workers are at greater risk from the 
employment impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Yellow - the county has a high share of seniors, a group that is at greater risk from the health impacts of COVID-19 and cases of severe respiratory illness are above 
average. Overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low, unemployment is high and population is declining (due to births less deaths being negative) which could slow 
future growth.

• Large employer vulnerability: The largest employers are in seafood processing, boat building, Université Sainte-Anne and the Digby hospital.

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +142

Interprovincial migration +452

Intraprovincial migration +452

Births less deaths -511

Total population change -197

Population, 2020: 17,423

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Digby County– Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Digby Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -1.1 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 15 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand.

Low income rate (%) 23 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 24 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 55 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 0 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Digby Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 9.4 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.8 1.2 3.5 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 11.8 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 25,700 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Digby Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 26 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 6.9 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 9 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 56 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 5.5 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 72 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Digby Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 14.9 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 4.2 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 12.2 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 4.2 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 1.4 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.5 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 3.2 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 44.7 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Guysborough County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centers: Municipality of Guysborough

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
High (41.8%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: High - due to large shares of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary (fishing) and tourism related 
industries.

• Labour force: Yellow – the county has a large Indigenous population and median income is low.  Both Indigenous and low-income workers are at greater risk from the 
employment impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Red - the county has a very high share of seniors, which are more at risk to the health impacts of COVID-19. Overall health indicators are poor relative to Canada.

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low, unemployment is high and population is declining which could slow future growth prospects.

• Large employer vulnerability: The largest employers are in health care, mining and accommodations. 

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +38

Interprovincial migration +224

Intraprovincial migration -299

Births less deaths -326

Total population change -307

Population, 2020: 7,422

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Guysborough County– Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Guysborough Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -4.0 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 18 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 22 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 28 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 53 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 0 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Guysborough Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 8.3 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.5 1.2 3.5 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 6.1 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 26,500 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Guysborough Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 31 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 1.9 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 4.9 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 52 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 7.3 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 65 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Guysborough Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 16.9 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 4.6 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 5.7 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 2.4 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 1.9 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 5.1 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 5.2 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 41.8 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Halifax County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centers: Halifax Regional Municipality

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium-low

(25.3%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium low - due to below average labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the transportation sector and tourism 
industries. While the number of people in at-risk industries such as restaurants and retail is high, its diverse employment profile lessens the overall vulnerability.

• Labour force: Green – the number of recent immigrants is high and is a group at risk to the labour force impacts of COVID-19.  Median incomes are high and there are no 
concerns with the shares in other groups at greater risk.

• Health: Yellow- the county has the highest population density in the region which increases the risk of transmission. Other indicators are close to the national average.

• Long-term: Green - income and education levels are relatively high, the unemployment rate is low and all population components are increasing which should support 
future economic activity.

• Large employer vulnerability: There are 37 employers with over 500 employees including six in government, four in health and four in education.  The county is east coast 
home to the Royal Canadian Navy and CFB Halifax.  There are over 9,100 people employed in defence services. 

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +22,959

Interprovincial migration +6,278

Intraprovincial migration +5,271

Births less deaths +3,934

Total population change +40,501

Population, 2020: 448,518

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Halifax County– Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Halifax Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 9.9 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 7.3 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 15 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 10 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 70 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 37 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Halifax Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 13 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 5.1 1.2 3.5 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 4.0 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 36,100 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Halifax Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 16 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 73 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 48 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 61 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 4.3 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 73 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Halifax Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 1.1 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 4.3 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 3.2 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 5.0 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 2.3 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 6.0 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 3.3 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 25.3 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Hants County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centers: Municipality of East Hants, West Hants Regional Municipality

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium (31.3%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25
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30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium - due to average labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the construction and transportation (air) 
industries. As parts of the county are close to the Halifax airport many residents commute to work there.

• Labour force: Yellow – the county has a large Indigenous population and median income is low.  Both Indigenous and low-income workers are at greater risk from the 
employment impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Red - overall physical health and levels of respiratory illness were relatively poor pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Yellow – population growth is slow largely due to the loss of people to other parts of the province and weak immigration.

• Large employer vulnerability: Of the employers with over 200 employees three are in health care. The others are in aerospace and paper manufacturing. 

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +222

Interprovincial migration +569

Intraprovincial migration -584

Births less deaths +16

Total population change +397

Population, 2020: 43,654

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Hants County– Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Hants Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 0.9 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 8.7 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 15 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 15 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 61 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 1 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Hants Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 11 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.5 1.2 3.5 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 6.1 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 32,700 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Hants Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 18 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 14 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 13 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 52 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 11 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 69 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Hants Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 3.7 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 7.2 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 5.1 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 4.1 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 3.7 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 5.0 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.6 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 31.3 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Inverness County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centers: Port Hawkesbury, Municipality of Inverness

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium-high 

(37.9%)

Industry Vulnerability Index
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Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium-high - due to higher labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary (fishing) and tourism related 
industries.

• Labour force: Yellow – the county has a large Indigenous population and median income is low.  Both Indigenous and low-income workers are at greater risk from the 
employment impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Yellow - has a high share of seniors, which are more at risk to the health impacts of COVID-19. Overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic 
although levels of severe respiratory illness were high.

• Long-term: Red - Income levels are relatively low, unemployment is high, and the population is declining which could slow future economic growth.

• Large employer vulnerability: The largest employer is a school in Port Hawkesbury.  Other large employers include a paper mill, a fish processing facility, a power plant and a 
hospital. 

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +177

Interprovincial migration +278

Intraprovincial migration -326

Births less deaths -427

Total population change -157

Population, 2020: 17,298

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Inverness County– Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Inverness Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -0.9 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 18 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 16 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 23 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 67 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 1 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Inverness Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 11 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 1.0 1.2 3.5 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 9.4 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 29,800 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Inverness Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 25 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 4.5 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 13 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 62 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 7 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 75 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Inverness Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 12.3 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 5.2 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 4.9 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 3.0 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 1.3 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.9 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 6.3 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 37.9 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Kings County (NS)

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centers: Kentville, Wolfville, Municipality of Kings

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium (32.6%)

Industry Vulnerability Index
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Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium - due to near average labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary (farming), manufacturing (food 
and tires) and retail industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow – median income is low. Low-income individuals are at-risk group for employment loss during the pandemic. 

• Health: Yellow - The county has a high share of seniors, which are more at risk to the health impacts of COVID-19 and a high population density which increases the risk of 
transmission.  Overall health was relatively poor pre-pandemic, but other health measures were near the national average. 

• Long-term: Yellow -Income levels are relatively low, and population growth is weak due to births less deaths being negative and a loss of people to other parts of the province. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There are four employers with over 500 employees including a Michelin tire plant, Acadia university, a secondary school and a hospital.  The 
county is also home to CFB Greenwood. There are over 1,700 people employed in defence services

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +754

Interprovincial migration +915

Intraprovincial migration -493

Births less deaths -465

Total population change +1,383

Population, 2020: 62,846

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Kings County (NS)– Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Kings (NS) Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 2.3 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 9.3 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 18 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 17 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 62 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 4 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Kings (NS) Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 12 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 1.2 1.2 3.5 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 4.4 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 29,800 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Kings (NS) Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 21 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 28 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 24 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 54 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 3.9 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 71 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Kings (NS) Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 6.2 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 4.7 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 7.7 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 5.4 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.8 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 5.4 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.5 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 32.6 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Lunenburg County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centers: Lunenburg, Bridgewater, Municipality of Chester

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)
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Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary
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Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium-high - due to higher labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon manufacturing (tires and seafood) primary 
(fishing and farming) and retail. 

• Labour force: Yellow – median income is low. Low-income individuals are at-risk group for employment loss during the pandemic.

• Health: Yellow - The county has a high share of seniors, which are more at risk to the health impacts of COVID-19 and levels of severe respiratory illness were high pre-
pandemic.  Other health measures were near the national average. 

• Long-term: Yellow - income and education levels are relatively low, and population growth is weak which might impede future growth prospects. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There are three employers with over 500 employees including a Michelin tire plant, a school and a hospital. 

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +517

Interprovincial migration +1,227

Intraprovincial migration +36

Births less deaths -465

Total population change +622

Population, 2020: 48,318

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Lunenburg County –Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Lunenburg Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 1.3 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 9.1 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 19 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 19 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 60 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 3 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Lunenburg Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 8.8 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 1.1 1.2 3.5 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 3.5 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 28,500 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Lunenburg Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 26 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 16 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 13 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 55 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 5.5 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 72 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Lunenburg Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 4.9 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 5.1 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 11.8 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 5.5 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.6 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 5.7 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 3.3 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 36.9 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Pictou County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centers: Municipality of Pictou, New Glasgow, Pictou, Stellarton

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium (31.9%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium - due to average labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the manufacturing (tires) sector.  The primary, 
construction and retail industries are also above average in size. 

• Labour force: Yellow – median income is low. Low-income individuals are at-risk group for employment loss during the pandemic.

• Health: Red - the county has a high share of seniors, which are more at risk to the health impacts of COVID-19. Physical and mental health rates were below average pre-
pandemic.

• Long-term: Red – the unemployment rate is high, incomes are low and the population is declining which might impede growth prospects. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There are two employers with over 500 employees including a Michelin tire plant and a hospital. 

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +426

Interprovincial migration +667

Intraprovincial migration -554

Births less deaths -976

Total population change -541

Population, 2020: 44,198

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Pictou County – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Pictou Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -1.2 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 12 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 19 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 19 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 61 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 2 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Pictou Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 10 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 1.0 1.2 3.5 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 3.8 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 30,400 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Pictou Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 23 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 15 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 19 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 52 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 7.3 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 65 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Pictou Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 4.1 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 5.5 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 7.6 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 5.4 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.8 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 5.7 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.6 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 31.9 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Queens County (NS)

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centers: Region of Queens Municipality

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium (33.7%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium - due to slightly above average labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary (fishing), manufacturing 
(seafood) and tourism related industries. 

• Labour force: Red – the county has a large Indigenous population and median income is the lowest in Nova Scotia.  Both Indigenous and low-income workers are at greater risk 
from the employment impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Yellow - the county has a very high share of seniors, which are more at risk to the health impacts of COVID-19. Overall physical and mental health was relatively good 
pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low, unemployment is high and population is declining which might slow future economic growth. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There are three employers with over 200 employees including two in health care. 

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +39

Interprovincial migration +390

Intraprovincial migration -251

Births less deaths -408

Total population change -154

Population, 2020: 10,402

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Queens County (NS)– Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Queens (NS) Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -1.5 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 13 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 24 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 24 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 52 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 1 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Queens (NS) Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 9.0 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.4 1.2 3.5 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 8.7 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 25,100 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Queens (NS) Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 28 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 4.3 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 9.5 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 55 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 5.5 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 72 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Queens (NS) Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 7.1 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 5.4 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 8.2 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 3.5 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.2 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.3 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 5.1 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 33.7 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Richmond County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centers: Municipality of Richmond

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium-high 

(36.0%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium-high - due to higher labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary sector (fishing). Construction and 
manufacturing are also above average. 

• Labour force: Yellow - the county has a large Indigenous population and median income is low.  Both Indigenous and low-income workers are at greater risk from the 
employment impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Red - The county has a high share of seniors, which are more at risk to the health impacts of COVID-19. Overall physical and mental health was relatively poor pre-
pandemic.

• Long-term: Red -Income levels are relatively low, unemployment is high and population is not growing which might impede future economic growth. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There are two employers with over 200 employees including a food wholesaler and a hospital. 

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +76

Interprovincial migration +177

Intraprovincial migration -142

Births less deaths -268

Total population change +8

Population, 2020: 9,066

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Richmond County – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Richmond Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 0.1 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 16 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 18 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 26 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 64 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 0 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Richmond Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 10 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.8 1.2 3.5 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 20 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 27,600 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Richmond Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 28 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 7.2 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 7.0 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 52 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 7.3 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 65 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Richmond Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 10.3 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 6.0 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 6.9 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 3.8 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 1.5 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.3 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 3.1 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 36.0 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Shelburne County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centers: Municipality of Barrington, Municipality of Shelburne

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
High (53.2%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: High – the industry vulnerability is the highest in Atlantic Canada due to larger labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence 
upon the primary (fishing) and manufacturing (seafood) industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow – the county has a large Indigenous population and median income is low.  Both Indigenous and low-income workers are at greater risk from the 
employment impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Yellow - The county has a high share of seniors that are at greater risk the health impacts of COVID-19. 

• Long-term: Red - Income and education levels are relatively low and population is declining which might slow future economic growth.  The recent immigration rate is low, 
births less deaths is negative and the county is losing population to other parts of the province. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There are four employers with over 200 employees including two seafood processors, a boat builder and a hospital. 

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +44

Interprovincial migration +393

Intraprovincial migration -395

Births less deaths -335

Total population change -307

Population, 2020: 13,838

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Shelburne County– Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Shelburne Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -2.2 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 11 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 19 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 22 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 47 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 0 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Shelburne Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 10 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.3 1.2 3.5 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 10 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 29,000 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Shelburne Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 24 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 5.7 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 6.4 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 55 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 5.5 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 72 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Shelburne Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 22.2 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 2.9 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 17.2 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 3.8 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 1.0 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.6 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 1.5 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 53.2 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Victoria County (NS)

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centers: Municipality of  Victoria

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
High (44.5%)

Industry Vulnerability Index
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35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: High - due to higher labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary (fishing), tourism and transportation industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow – the county has a large Indigenous population and median income is low.  Both Indigenous and low-income workers are at greater risk from the employment 
impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Yellow - The county has a high share of seniors, which are more at risk to the health impacts of COVID-19 and higher incidence of severe respiratory disease. Overall physical 
and mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - Education levels are relatively low, the unemployment rate is the highest in the Maritime provinces and population is declining.  These factors could slow future 
economic growth. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There are three employers with over 200 employees including a nursing home, a food wholesaler and Indigenous government. 

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +64

Interprovincial migration +109

Intraprovincial migration -212

Births less deaths -177

Total population change -177

Population, 2020: 7,019

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Victoria County (NS)– Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Victoria (NS) Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -2.5 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 27 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 14 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 25 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 56 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 0 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Victoria (NS) Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 9.7 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.9 1.2 3.5 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 10 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 30,300 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Victoria (NS) Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 25 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 2.5 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 5 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 62 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 7.0 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 75 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Victoria (NS) Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 16.1 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 3.5 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 5.1 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 3.1 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 3.1 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.7 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 9.0 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 44.5 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Yarmouth County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centers:  Yarmouth, Municipality of Argyle

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
High (41.3%)

Industry Vulnerability Index
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Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: High - due to a larger share of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary (fishing), manufacturing (seafood) 
and retail industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow – the county has a large Indigenous population and median income is low.  Both Indigenous and low-income workers are at greater risk from the 
employment impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Yellow - the county has a high share of seniors that have a greater health risk from COVID-19. Overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - Income and education levels are relatively low, and population growth is slow which might impede future growth prospects.

• Large employer vulnerability: There are three employers with over 500 employees including two schools and a hospital. 

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +179

Interprovincial migration +602

Intraprovincial migration -295

Births less deaths -432

Total population change +117

Population, 2020: 24,861

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Yarmouth County – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Yarmouth Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 0.5 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 9.1 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 20 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 20 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 59 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 3 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Yarmouth Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 11 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.7 1.2 3.5 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 19 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 28,400 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Yarmouth Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 23 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 11.5 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 19 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 55 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 5.5 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 72 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Yarmouth Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 13.9 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 3.1 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 9.5 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 5.9 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 1.0 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 5.4 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.5 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 41.3 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Albert County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Riverview

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium-low (26.6%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium low - due to below average labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence the retail and tourism industries. . 

• Labour force: Green - median income is near the national average.  Other groups at risk to the labour force impacts of COVID-19 have low shares.

• Health: Red - The county has a high share of seniors and population density is high. Overall physical health and rates of respiratory illness were relatively poor pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Yellow - Income and education levels are relatively strong but reliance on government transfers is above average.   Population is growing but births less deaths is 
negative.

• Large employer vulnerability: The county has three employers with over 250 employees - a construction company, a business services company and an air transport company.

Population, 
2020: 30,359

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +297

Interprovincial migration +361

Intraprovincial migration +276

Births less deaths -177

Total population change +779

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Albert County – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Division 1 Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 2.6 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 9.8 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 12.2 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 15 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 61 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 1 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Division 1 Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 11 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 1.0 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 1.9 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 34,000 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Division 1 Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 20 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 16.1 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 22.3 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 51 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 6.0 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 66 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Division 1 Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 2.1 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 4.2 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 3.1 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 5.7 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 1.3 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 5.6 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 4.6 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 26.6 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Carleton County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Woodstock, Florenceville-Bristol

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium-high 

(35.3%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium High - due to larger shares of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary (farming) and manufacturing 
(vegetable processing) industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow - median income is low but other groups at risk to the employment impacts of COVID-19 have low shares.

• Health: Yellow - the county has a high share of seniors that have a greater health risk from COVID-19. Overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low which could impact future economic activity. Population growth is slow with strong immigration being offset 
by losses to other parts of the province. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There are eight employers with over 200 employees including divisions of McCain Foods and a hospital. 

Population, 
2020: 26,766

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +924

Interprovincial migration -42

Intraprovincial migration -694

Births less deaths -246

Total population change +56

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Carleton County– Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Carleton Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 0.2 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 9.1 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 19 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 17 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 53 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 0 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Carleton Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 12 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 3.5 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 3.6 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 28,700 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Carleton Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 19 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 7.9 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 15 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 60 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 6.6 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 70 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Carleton Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 9.0 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 3.9 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 11.1 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 4.7 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.3 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.9 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 1.4 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 35.3 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Charlotte County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: St. Stephen, Grand Manan, Saint Andrews

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
High (42.6%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: High - due to larger shares of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary (fishing and aquaculture) and 
manufacturing (seafood) industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow - median income is low but other groups at risk to the employment impacts of COVID-19 have low shares.

• Health: Yellow – The county has a high share of seniors that are at greater risk the health impacts of COVID-19. Overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-
pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low, unemployment is high and population is only slowly increasing which could impact future growth

• Large employer vulnerability: There are 12 employers with over 200 employees including two aquaculture firms, three seafood processors, Ganong Chocolates, a wood 
products’ mill and a hospital. 

Population, 
2020: 26,032

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +490

Interprovincial migration +568

Intraprovincial migration -606

Births less deaths -363

Total population change +104

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Charlotte County – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Charlotte Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 0.4 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 14 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 20 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 19 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 52 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 3 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Charlotte Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 10 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 1.9 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 2.1 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 29,100 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Charlotte Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 21 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 7.4 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 11 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 57 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 5.3 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 69 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Charlotte Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 12.7 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 4.4 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 13.6 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 2.6 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 2.0 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.2 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 3.1 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 42.6 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Gloucester County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Municipality of Tracadie, Bathurst, Beresford, Caraquet

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium-high 

(37.9%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium-high - due to larger labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary sector (fishing and mining), 
manufacturing (seafood) and construction industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow - median income is low but other groups at risk to the employment impacts of COVID-19 have low shares.

• Health: Red – the county has a high share of seniors that are at greater risk from COVID-19. Overall physical health rates were low and rates of severe respiratory disease were 
high pre-pandemic.  

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low, unemployment is high and population is declining which could impede growth prospects.  

• Large employer vulnerability: There are three employers with over 500 employees including a business service firm, NB Community College and a hospital. 

Population, 
2020: 78,810

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +435

Interprovincial migration +395

Intraprovincial migration -904

Births less deaths -1,731

Total population change -1,003

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Gloucester County – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Gloucester Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -1.3 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 15 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 19 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 25 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 51 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 3 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Gloucester Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 9.3 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.6 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 4.0 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 27,400 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Gloucester Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 24 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 16 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 17 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 52 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 5.9 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 73 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Gloucester Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 9.1 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 5.7 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 10.3 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 4.8 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.7 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 5.1 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.1 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 37.9 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Kent County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Cocagne, Bouctouche, Saint-Antoine

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium-high 

(39.0%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium-high - due to larger shares of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary sector and manufacturing 
(seafood) industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow - the county has a large Indigenous population and median income is low.  Both Indigenous and low-income workers are at greater risk from the employment 
impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Red – The county has a high share of seniors that are at greater risk the health impacts of COVID-19. Overall physical and mental health was relatively poor pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low, unemployment is high and population growth is slow which might negatively impact future economic activity. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There are four employers with over 200 employees including a wood product manufacturer, two seafood processors and an Indigenous government. 

Population, 
2020: 31,658

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +260

Interprovincial migration +684

Intraprovincial migration -87

Births less deaths -225

Total population change +701

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Kent County – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Kent Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 2.3 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 17 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 17 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 25 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 48 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 1 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Kent Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 9.0 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.8 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 13.2 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 28,200 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Kent Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 24 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 6.7 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 12 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 51 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 6 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 73 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Kent Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 8.3 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 6.7 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 12.5 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 4.1 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.5 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.5 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.2 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 39.0 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Kings County (NB)

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Quispamsis, Rothesay, Grand Bay-Westfield, Hampton, Sussex

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium-low  

(27.1%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium-low - due to lower labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the construction sector.  The primary (mining) 
industry was also above average but has since declined due to the closure of the potash mine near Sussex.  

• Labour force: Green - there are no concerns with the shares in groups at greater risk to the labour force impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Yellow – Higher population density and rates of severe respiratory illness are a concern.   Overall health and mental health were relatively good pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Yellow - Income and education levels are relatively high, but population growth is slow due to losses to other parts of the province. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There are two employers with over 200 employees - a construction firm and a home health care service. 

Population, 
2020: 71,032

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +863

Interprovincial migration -52

Intraprovincial migration -436

Births less deaths +349

Total population change +840

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Kings County (NB) – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Kings (NB) Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 1.2 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 9.0 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 12 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 12 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 64 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 2 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Kings (NB) Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 12 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 1.2 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 1.3 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 36,100 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Kings (NB) Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 18 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 20 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 12 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 57 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 5.3 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 69 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Kings (NB) Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 4.5 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 6.0 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 4.0 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 3.7 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 1.4 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.9 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.7 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 27.1 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Madawaska County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Edmundston, Saint-Léonard

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium-low  

(26.5%)

Industry Vulnerability Index
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Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium-low - due to low labour force shares in at-risk industries.  

• Labour force: Yellow - median income is low but other groups at risk to the employment impacts of COVID-19 have low shares.

• Health: Red – the county has a high share of seniors that are at greater risk from COVID-19.  The county borders Quebec which could impact the number of cases and cause 
partial industry closures. Overall physical and mental health was below national levels pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low, and population is declining which could slow economic growth prospects. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There are nine employers with over 200 employees including two forest product mills, a chicken processing facility and three health care 
operations including the Edmundston regional hospital.  

Population, 
2020: 33,076

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +445

Interprovincial migration +54

Intraprovincial migration -317

Births less deaths -802

Total population change -265

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Madawaska County – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Madawaska Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -0.8 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 9.2 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 18 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 19 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 52 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 1 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Madawaska Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 8.9 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 1.3 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 3.3 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 29,300 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Madawaska Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 22 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 9.5 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 23 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 50 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 4.9 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 68 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Madawaska Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 3.3 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 3.5 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 6.1 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 4.5 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.3 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 5.7 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 3.0 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 26.5 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Northumberland County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Miramichi, Neguac

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium-low  

(29.1%)

Industry Vulnerability Index
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Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium-low - due to lower shares of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary sector (fishing and mining). 

• Labour force: Yellow - the county has a large Indigenous population and median income is low.  Both Indigenous and low-income workers are at greater risk from the 
employment impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Red – the county has a high share of seniors that are at greater risk from COVID-19. Overall health and severe respiratory rates were poor pre-pandemic.

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low, unemployment is high and population is declining which could impede growth prospects. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There are nine employers with over 200 employees including three seafood processors, and the Miramichi regional hospital. 

Population, 
2020: 45,386

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +333

Interprovincial migration +579

Intraprovincial migration -690

Births less deaths -929

Total population change -427

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Northumberland County– Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Northumberland Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -0.9 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 19 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 18 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 24 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 50 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 1 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Northumberland Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 10 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.7 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 8.2 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 28,500 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Northumberland Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 23 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 3.5 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 12 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 51 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 7.2 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 68 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Northumberland Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 5.6 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 4.8 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 6.4 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 4.7 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.5 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 5.2 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 1.9 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 29.1 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Queens County (NB)

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Minto, Chipman

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
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COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
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Industry Vulnerability Index
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Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Low - due to a small share of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary and construction industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow - median income is low but other groups at risk to the employment impacts of COVID-19 have low shares.

• Health: Yellow – the county has a very high share of seniors, which are more at risk to the health impacts of COVID-19. Overall physical and mental health was relatively good 
pre-pandemic although there are high rates of severe respiratory disease. 

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low, unemployment is high and population is declining which could impede growth prospects.  The main factor 
behind declining population is the highly negative births less deaths due to an older population in the county. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There is one employer with over 200 employees which is the sawmill in Chipman. 

Population, 
2020: 10,263

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +59

Interprovincial migration +61

Intraprovincial migration -183

Births less deaths -458

Total population change -433

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Queens County (NB) – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Queens (NB) Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -4.0 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 15 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 23 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 24 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 47 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 0 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Queens (NB) Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 8.4 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.6 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 1.9 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 26,400 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Queens (NB) Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 29 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 2.8 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 5.2 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 60 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 6.6 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 70 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Queens (NB) Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 5.3 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 6.1 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 3.8 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 2.8 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.5 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 3.1 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 1.7 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 23.4 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Restigouche County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Campbellton, Atholville, Dalhousie, Saint-Quentin

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
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Long-term Economic 
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Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
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Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Low - due to a small share of the labour force in at-risk industries. 

• Labour force: Yellow - the county has a large Indigenous population and median income is low.  Both Indigenous and low-income workers are at greater risk from the 
employment impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Red – the county has a high share of seniors that are at greater risk from the health impacts of COVID-19. The county borders Quebec which could impact the number 
of cases and cause partial industry closures. Overall physical and mental health was relatively poor pre-COVID-19. 

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low, unemployment is high and population is declining which could impede growth prospects.

• Large employer vulnerability: There are six employers with over 200 employees including two forest product mills and two health care facilities. The smelter in Belledune was 
one of these employers and has closed since this data was released. 

Population, 
2020: 30,810

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +153

Interprovincial migration +291

Intraprovincial migration -659

Births less deaths -883

Total population change -850

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Restigouche County – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Restigouche Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -2.7 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 16 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 21 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 24 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 53 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 2 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Restigouche Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 9.6 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.5 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 7.1 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 28,000 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Restigouche Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 24 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 3.6 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 20 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 46 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 7.4 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 59 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Restigouche Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 3.5 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 3.9 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 2.8 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 4.2 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.5 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.1 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.5 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 21.5 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Saint John County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Saint John

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)
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• Industry: Medium-low - due to smaller shares of the labour force in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is in the restaurant and bar industry. 

• Labour force: Yellow - median income is low and the level of recent immigrants is above the national average. Both groups are at greater risk from the employment impacts of COVID-19

• Health: Red – the county has a high population density which increases the risk of transmission. There is a high share of seniors that are at greater risk from the health impacts of COVID-
19.  Overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic but there were high rates of severe respiratory illness.

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low, which might impact economic growth prospects. The population is growing due to immigration but is muted by births 
less deaths being negative and losses to other provinces. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There are 12 employers with over 500 employees providing a diverse level of employment in the county.  This includes operations by J.D. Irving, Irving Oil, 
the Port of Saint John, financial and business support services and the Saint John hospital.

Population, 
2020: 77,921

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +3,834

Interprovincial migration -495

Intraprovincial migration +205

Births less deaths -937

Total population change +2,719

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Saint John County – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Saint John Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 3.6 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 10 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 22 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 16 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 55 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 12 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Saint John Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 12 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 4.9 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 2.2 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 30,300 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Saint John Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 19 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 51 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 51 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 57 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 5.3 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 69 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Saint John Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 1.4 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 5.1 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 3.4 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 5.2 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 1.7 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 6.4 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.8 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 26.0 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Sunbury County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Oromocto

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Low  (17.9%)

Industry Vulnerability Index

40+<25

25-30

30-35

35-40

Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Low - the county’s industry vulnerability index is the lowest in Atlantic Canada due to a smaller labour force in at-risk industries. 

• Labour force: Green – median income is above the national average.  The Indigenous population is slightly above the national average. 

• Health: Green – Overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic but severe respiratory rates were high. The share of seniors in the population is low. 

• Long-term: Yellow - Income levels are above average, unemployment rates are low which could support future economic growth. Education levels are low and while the 
population is growing it is being held back by a low immigration rate and losses to other parts of the province. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There are three employers with over 200 employees including a sawmill, a hospital and an Indigenous government.  The county is also home to 
CFB Gagetown. There are over 3,800 people employed in defence services. 

Population, 
2020: 28,919

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +113

Interprovincial migration +305

Intraprovincial migration -405

Births less deaths +731

Total population change +784

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Sunbury County – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Sunbury Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 2.8 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 8.3 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 9.5 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 12 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 53 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 3 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Sunbury Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 13 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.4 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 5.4 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 37,100 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Sunbury Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 13 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 10 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 14 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 60 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 6.6 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 70 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Sunbury Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 2.0 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 3.5 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 1.4 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 4.1 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.5 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.7 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 1.6 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 17.9 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Victoria County (NB)

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Grand Falls/Grand Sault, Perth-Andover

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium  (30.4%)

Industry Vulnerability Index
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Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium - due to average labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the primary (farming) and manufacturing 
(vegetable processing) industries.  

• Labour force: Yellow - the county has a large Indigenous population and median income is low.  Both Indigenous and low-income workers are at greater risk from the 
employment impacts of COVID-19.

• Health: Yellow – the county has a high share of seniors, which are more at risk to the health impacts of COVID-19. Overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-
pandemic although there are high rates of severe respiratory disease. 

• Long-term: Red - income and education levels are relatively low, unemployment is high and population is declining which could slow economic growth potential. 

• Large employer vulnerability: The only employer of over 200 people is the hospital in Perth Andover. 

Population, 
2020: 18,462

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +78

Interprovincial migration +236

Intraprovincial migration -503

Births less deaths -398

Total population change -576

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Victoria County (NB) – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Victoria (NB) Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) -3.0 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 15 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 22 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 22 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 47 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 0 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Victoria (NB) Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 10 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 0.4 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 8.7 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 26,800 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Victoria (NB) Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 22 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 3.4 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 18 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 60 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 6.6 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 70 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Victoria (NB) Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 7.1 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 4.5 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 6.9 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 4.9 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.3 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 4.6 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.2 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 30.4 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: Westmorland County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Moncton, Dieppe, Beaubassin East, Shediac, Sackville

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
Vulnerability

COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Medium-low

(27.9%)

Industry Vulnerability Index
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Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Medium-low - due to below average labour force shares in at-risk industries. The greatest relative risk is its dependence upon the retail industry. 

• Labour force: Yellow – the share of recent immigrants is above average. They are at greater risk from the employment impacts of COVID-19. 

• Health: Red – the county has a high population density which increases the risk of transmission. Overall physical and mental health was below the national average pre-pandemic. 

• Long-term: Green - The population is growing strongly due to immigration and positive flows from other provinces and other parts of the province. Income and education levels are 
only slightly below the national average. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There are 20 employers with over 500 employees including five in business services (incl. call centres), three in financial services, three in education 
and three in health care. 

Population,
2020:164,065

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +7,413

Interprovincial migration +1,028

Intraprovincial migration +2,629

Births less deaths +271

Total population change +12,788

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: Westmorland County – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
Westmorland Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 8.5 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 8.7 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 16 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 14 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 62 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 20 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

Westmorland Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 11 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 4.5 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 2.5 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 33,000 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
Westmorland Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 18 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 41 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 38 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 51 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 6.0 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 66 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

Westmorland Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 2.0 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 4.5 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 5.2 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 5.7 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 1.0 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 6.0 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 3.4 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 27.9 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 



COVID-19 Vulnerability: York County

This profile is part of a series for each county and division in Atlantic Canada.  For more information visit www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability.

Largest centres: Fredericton, Hanwell, New Maryland

Vulnerability Analysis (see next page for detailed data)

COVID-19 Labour Force 
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COVID-19 Health 
Vulnerability

Long-term Economic 
Vulnerability

Other Vulnerability Indicators Summary

Green=low vulnerability, yellow= medium, red= high 
Low (21.1%)

Industry Vulnerability Index
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Share of labour force in COVID-19 vulnerable industries (%) 

• Industry: Low - due to smaller shares of the labour force in at-risk industries.   The share of retail and restaurants/bars are near the national average. 

• Labour force: Yellow - the share of recent immigrants is above average. They are at greater risk from the employment impacts of COVID-19. 

• Health: Yellow – Overall physical and mental health was relatively good pre-pandemic. Rates of severe respiratory illness were high. 

• Long-term: Green – most indicators of long-term vulnerability are at or near national average.  The population is growing strongly supported by increased immigration and 
flows from other parts of the province.  The county has been losing people to other provinces over the last five years. 

• Large employer vulnerability: There are eight employers with over 500 employees including the University of New Brunswick, the provincial and municipal governments and 
the Fredericton hospital. 

Population,
2020:107,917

Source: Statistics Canada Interprovincial = between provinces
Intraprovincial = within the province

Immigration +6,310

Interprovincial migration -1,539

Intraprovincial migration +2,374

Births less deaths +519

Total population change +7,417

Population Change, 2015-2020

http://www.apec-econ.ca/vulnerability


COVID-19 Vulnerability: York County – Detailed Data

Sources: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census, 2013 Health Profiles, Dec 2019 Business Register, 2020 population estimates and APEC

Long-term Economic Vulnerability
York Atlantic Canada Why included

Population change 2015-20 (%) 7.4 3.1 6.4 An increasing population indicates potential regional vitality. 

Unemployment rate (%) 9.2 12 7.7 High unemployment pre-COVID-19 indicates lack of job prospects and labour demand. 

Low income rate (%) 16 17 14 High poverty rate indicates existing economic vulnerability. 

Gov't transfers share (%) 12 16 12 A high dependance on government transfers implies weaker market incomes pre-COVID-19. 

25-64 with post-secondary (%) 68 62 65 A skilled workforce is important for growth prospects.

Businesses with 500+ employees 8 153 2,984 An overreliance on 1 or 2 large employers is a concern especially if that employer is in an at-risk industry.

COVID-19 Labour Force Vulnerability

York Atlantic Canada Why included

Youth 15-24 (% of population) 13 11 12 Youth have experienced higher job loss.

Recent immigrants (% of population) 5.8 2.8 3.9 Recent immigrants have had larger job losses due to the pandemic. 

Indigenous (% of population) 4.4 5.6 4.9 Indigenous businesses and communities have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Median income ($) 34,200 31,500 34,200 Low-income individuals are more at risk of losing their jobs due to the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Health Vulnerability
York Atlantic Canada Why included

Seniors (% of population) 17 20 17 Seniors are at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. 

Pop. density (per km2) 12 4.7 3.9 High population density increases the risk of transmission. 

Multi-unit dwelling (%) 32 28 45 Those in multi-unit dwellings may be at a higher risk of transmission. Multi-unit includes apartments and other attached dwellings. 

Good overall health (%) 60 57 60 Individuals whose perceived health is rated very good or excellent. Measures overall self-reported health, pre-COVID-19. 

Severe respiratory illness (%) 6.6 5.5 4.1 Individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). May be at a risk for COVID-19 complications. 

Good mental health (%) 70 71 72 Individuals whose perceived mental health is rated very good or excellent. COVID-19 has negative impacts on overall mental health. 

Industry Vulnerability (% of labour force)  Selected sub industries. Details on which sub-industries are included or excluded can be found on page 4 

York Atlantic Canada Why included 

Primary 1.6 6.9 3.5 Several primary industries in Atlantic Canada including fishing, aquaculture, oil and agriculture have sustained significant revenue losses

Construction 3.7 6.7 4.9 Construction activity is down in Atlantic Canada, especially in oil and gas but also in non-residential construction

Manufacturing 1.9 5.6 6.1 Several Atlantic manufacturing industries have been negatively impacted including food, refined petroleum, rubber and aerospace

Retail 4.8 4.8 4.9 Motor vehicles, furniture, electronics, gasoline, clothing and sporting goods retailers were among the hardest hit Atlantic retail industries

Transportation 0.6 2.6 1.6 Air transportation, water, transit, scenic and sightseeing have all lost significant revenues in Atlantic Canada

Restaurants/bars 5.6 5.5 5.9 Most food service and drinking places in Atlantic Canada have been negatively impacted

Other tourism 2.9 2.8 3.1 The Atlantic tourism sector remains one of the hardest hit by the pandemic including accommodations, recreation and cultural activities.

Total % in vulnerable industries 21.1 35.0 30.0

Red shading indicates high (10% or more) economic or other vulnerability due to COVID-19 relative to Canada; green shading lower (10% or less) vulnerability; and no shading indicates within 10% of the national average. 


